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Sutject:     "PAINTING  FOR  HOUSEWIVES."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
and  Soils,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Maybe  you  have  never  felt  the  spring  urge  to  paint. 

Maybe  you  have  never  looked  aroxind  your  home  on  a  bright  spring  morning 
and  said  to  yourself:     "My,  how  worn  and  wintry  everything  looksi    A  fresh  coat 
of  paint  would  do  a  lot  for  those  dingy  chairs  —  fresh  paint  of  some  cheerful 
spring  color.    Yes,  and  that  woodwork  could  stand  some  touching  "itp,  too." 

And  then  maybe  you  didn't  take  paint-brush  in  hand  and  try  saving  a  little 
on  the  paint  job  by  doing  it  yourself. 

I  say  "maybe"  you  didn't  because  I'm  doubtful  —  because  I  have  never  yet 
met  a  woman  who  at  some  time  or  other  didn't  try  a  little  home  improvement  with 
paint.    Sometimes  the  job  was  a  success  and  a  saving;  sometimes  not. 

Painting  looks  easy  to  an  amateur  —  very  easy.     But  the  painter's  trade 
has  tricks  like  any  other.     And  the  more  tricks  you  knov\f,  the  more  likely  you 
arc  to  avoid  beginner's  mistakes  when  the  urge  to  paint  comes  over  you. 

I  am  not  claiming  to  be  a  -oainting  expert.     Far  from  it.     I  belong  right 
doTO  in  the  class  of  daubers.     But  I  happen  to  know  some  people  who  understand 
paints.    And  I  have  collected  some  information  from  them  that  might  help  with 
7our  spring  paint  jobs. 

The  paint  researchers  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  say  that  failures 
in  home  paint  jobs  often  come  from  using  poor  paint  or  the  wrong  kind  of  paint. 
Quality  paint  gives  a  very  different  result  from  cheap  paint.  And  the  small 
aaount  more  that  good  paint  costs  is  well  worth  the  price  in  results.  Even  for 
a  little  kitchen  chair  or  the  window  box  or  any  other  small  object,  if  you  care 
a^out  appearance  and  good  service,  avoid  so-called  "bargain"  paint. 

The  paint  investigators  say  that  for  best  results  you  need  paint  suited 
to  its  particular  job.     For  example,  use  wall  paint  on  walls  and  floor  paint  on 
floors  and  metal  paint  on  metal.     Floor  or  deck  paint  contains  a  binder  made  to 
resist  wear  from  walking.     Wall  paint  has  no  such  binder  because  it  doesn't  need 
It.    If  yoTj^  ^j.y  left-over  wall  paint  when  you  paint  your  floor,  the 

results  T7ill  be  unsuccessful;  the  paint  job  won't  stand  up.     Again,  paint  made 

or  outside  the  house  contains  materials  to  help  it  endure  exposure  to  weather, 

aints  made  for  furniture  or  for  other  inside  use  will  not  stand  up  well  outside, 
ill  another  example  is  screen  r)aint.     Good  screen  paint  is  a  mixture  that  will 

"•at  wire  well,  thus  protecting  against  rust,  yet  will  not  fill  up  the  holes  of 

''6  mesh. 
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Every  paint  for  it 3  oun  particular  use,  you  see.     So,  when  you  feel 
teTupted  to  use  up  a  little  laft-over  paint,  look  first  to  see  if  the  TDaint  suits 
the  jol). 

Some  people  paint  r-n  din  impulse.     Some  people  paint  in  haste.     But  the 
men  who  specialize  in  paiuts  say  that  this  is  not  the  way  to  get  hest  results. 
They  say  that  careful  preixtration  of  the  object  to  he  painted  is  quite  as  impor- 
tant as  the  painting  itseif.     Tou  can  learn  a  good  deal  about  preparation  from 
reading  the  directions  orj  the  can.     See  what  the  manufacturer  of  the  paint  advises 
about  sandpapering,  roracvlng  grease,  cleaning  and  so  on  before  you  diio  in  your 
-:sh. 

To  get  a  smooth,  even  cioat  of  paint,  you  need  a  smooth,  clean  surface  to 
put  it  on.    That  i3  why  the  directions  on  the  paint-can  may  tell  you  to  use  sand- 
paper, or  to  plug  holes  or  cracks  with  a  filler,  or  to  remove  the  old  paint,  or 
even  to  wash  the  old  surface.    All  these  methods  help  give  a  clean,  smooth 
foundation  for  the  paint.    But  when  I  mention  a  smooth  foundation,  I  don't  mean 
a  "slick"  or  shiny  one.     Paint  vil.l  not  cling  to  a  shiny,  slippery  surface.  That 
is  why  you  need  to  remove  all  grease  or  wax,  and  rub  down  a  surface  of  glossy 
enamel.    If  the  original  finisii  happens  to  be  enamel,  you  can  give  it  a  light 
nib  with  sandpaper  or  a  wash  with  paint  cleaner  to  remove  the  gloss. 

The  best  foundation  coat  of  paint  is  also  smooth  but  not  "slick".     So  use 
flat  paint  for  all  undercoats ,  and  glossy  enamel  only  for  the  finish. 

Here's  another  fact  I  learned  from  the  paint  men.     Many  failures  come  from 
painting  over  a  damp  surface.     Moisture  underneath  often  makes  paint  peel  or  chip 
off.    You  need  an  absolutely  dry  surface  —  wood  that  is  dry  all  the  way  through  — 
tefore  you  start  painting.     If  you  wash  wood  before  painting,  you  may  need  to  give 
it  2  or  3  days  to  dry. 

This  brings  up  the  matter  of  the  weather.     Probably  a  dry,  rather  warm, 
clear  day  is  the  best  painting  leather.     Home  painters  who  try  painting  furniture 
outdoors  on  damp,  or  cold,  or  dusty  days  are  likely  to  run  into  trouble.  Damp- 
iiess  in  the  atmosphere  may  condense  on  the  surface  of  the  wood  which  means  peel- 
and  other  troubles.     On  a  cold  day,  paint  becomes  stiff  as  molasses  does  in 
-i  weather.    Then  it  won't  brush  on  easily  —  won't  make  a  nice  smooth  finish. 
'^-^  for  dust,  I  don't  need  to  mention  what  dust  can  do  to  a  newly  painted  surface. 

I  mentioned  that  good  paint  pays  but  I  forgot  to    mention  the  brush. 
Here  again  good-quality  pays.    A  cheap  brush  may  shed  bristles,  make  extra  work, 
^d  probably  spoil  the  finish.     A  good  brush  is  a  worthwhile  investment  if  you 
§ive  It  the  right  care.     To  have  a  brush  always  ready  for  use,  keeio  it  suspended 
|n  raw  linseed  oil.     Or  clean  the  brush  carefully  in  turpentine,  dry  it,  wrap  it 
in  paper  and  keep  it  lying  flat  ro  that  the  bristles  will  remain  straight. 

Chief  points  to  remember  if  you  decide  this  spring  to  do  a  paint  job 
-rself  are:    buy  the  right  paint  for  the  job;  buy  good  paint  and  good  brushes; 
ja-  all  directions  on  the  can;  prepare  a  clean,  smooth  dry  surface  before  you 
painting;  choose  a  good  painting  atmosphere  indoors  or  out;  and"  spread 
paint  on  evenly  and  carefully. 
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